To the editor:

In her May 27th article, Ms Johnson (Executive VP, Illinois Beef Association) failed to provide the complete story on the Shorthorn Junior National show to be held in East Lansing, Michigan. She also failed to understand the National Bovine TB Eradication Program, the USDA designated bovine TB status of Michigan and the geography of our state.

The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has divided Michigan into 3 zones.  These zones are based on the risk of bovine TB. The risk has been determined scientifically. The Upper Peninsula (UP) is TB free – the UP has worked just as hard as Illinois to obtain TB free status, but Illinois refuses to recognize the USDA designation for the UP.

The majority of Michigan’s Lower Peninsula is designated by USDA as Modified Accredited Advanced (MAAZ). The risk of TB in cattle from the MAAZ is so low that USDA does not require TB testing for movement. The so-called “5 county” area in Northern Lower Michigan is designated as Modified Accredited (MAZ) – this is the area where bovine TB has been found in cattle and wild white tailed deer. This is not the “thumb” of Michigan, as Ms Johnson states, but the northern section of the Lower Peninsula. Movement of cattle out of the MAZ is strictly monitored and controlled with RFID tags, TB testing and movement certificates. Finally there are annual TB tests for all herds in this area and movement tests are required for animals not going directly to slaughter or an approved feedlot.

The Shorthorn Junior National Show will be held in Ingham County. Ingham County is in the MAAZ. Ingham county and all surrounding counties have had no evidence of bovine TB in cattle. In fact every cattle, bison, privately owned cervid, and goat herd in Michigan has been had at least one whole herd TB test. The risk of bovine TB in southern Lower Michigan is as close to zero as it can be. The risk of bovine TB in a state where whole herd testing has not been done is greater than the risk in Southern Lower Michigan.

The Michigan Shorthorn Junior National Committee, in collaboration with Michigan’s state veterinarian, came up with a plan that would present ZERO risk for Illinois cattle. In addition to requiring all cattle be tested for bovine TB and identified with RFID, the plan included separate barn stalling for Illinois and Michigan cattle, NO Michigan cattle from the MAZ and no Michigan cattle over 2 years of age. Illinois rejected the plan.

How does Illinois know with any certainty that they do not have bovine TB? Whole herd TB testing of all Illinois cattle herds has not been done. Michigan has tested all cattle herds and uses a scientific approach to determine risk.

The IDOA apparently has sufficient time to obtain the Michigan show roster and to crosscheck against Illinois State Fair entries “to protect the health of Illinois cattle”. Will they also check the roster from Louisville – where Michigan cattle from the MAAZ were allowed to enter Kentucky without prior TB testing and likely housed in the same barns with Illinois cattle? Will they be checking the roster for Denver and Fort Worth? How about the Ohio State Fair? Indiana State Fair? Will they check all Michigan Expo sale cattle to make sure they didn’t return to Illinois? Will they check the rosters from junior national shows in other states where Illinois cattle might mingle with cattle from Michigan? How many rosters must be checked “to protect the health of Illinois cattle”?

The Michigan State University Pavilion is a state of the art fabulous facility that hosts national junior shows every year. The Shorthorn Association has previously held the Junior Nationals at MSU – it is a great place for a junior show. Let us put the blame squarely where it belongs – on the rigid IDOA who favor rules over a realistic assessment of risk. It is a pity that Illinois youth can not be involved in their national junior breed show. However, the problem is the onerous and emotion based enforcement of regulations by the IDOA, not the location.
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