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8288 Hascall Street ● Omaha, Nebraska 68124 ● 402-393-7200 ● Fax: 402-393-7203

To the editor:

On behalf of the American Shorthorn Association (ASA), I would like to respond to a recent article written by Maralee Johnson, Executive Vice President of the Illinois Beef Association. The article refers to the issue of Illinois junior exhibitors having to make a choice between exhibiting at the National Junior Shorthorn Show & Youth Conference and their state fair due to the Illinois regulations on the Tuberculosis (TB) disease. 

To preface the issue, Michigan, host of the 2010 National Junior Shorthorn Show, is considered a Non-accredited TB-free state as a whole. Since 2005 the USDA has recognized Michigan at a split state of three zones. The location of the show is in a MAA Zone (Modified Accredited Advanced Zone), the level right below the Free Zone status. However the case, the state of Illinois does not recognize sub-zones in states, just the state as a whole. Illinois stipulates a 60-day isolation of cattle retuning to Illinois after having been in a non-TB free state. Illinois is to be commended for their proactive protocol for keeping the state clear of animal disease and the USDA strictly defines the guidelines to meet the standards of MAAZ status. All required steps put forth by the USDA and Michigan Department of Agriculture in regards to testing, official identification, and movement certificates are and will be enforced for the protection of all exhibitors. I encourage you to read the letter written in response to Johnson, by Lana Kaiser, DVM for further support on the TB issues Michigan faces. 
In part Johnson is correct. Due to the enforcement of Illinois regulations it will be impossible to exhibit at both the National Junior Shorthorn Show and the Illinois State Fair. With show dates being less than 60 days apart they cannot comply with the 60-day isolation period. This however is not a regulation on the part of Shorthorn or Michigan limiting the ability of Illinois to exhibit at Junior Nationals. Juniors will need to choose which is more important to them. It is possible for Illinois to exhibit cattle in Michigan. In fact there will be Illinois cattle exhibited in Michigan but there are just a few extra steps to go through. 

The ASA Board of Directors, which previously and currently has representation from the state of Illinois, has the final approval of host states for the Junior National Show. Please keep in mind this is a large event that take years of planning, with exact show dates decided no less than a year in advance and somewhat at the mercy of the availability of the facility. The 60-day isolation period is an unforeseen circumstance that is obviously not something that could have been known and avoided when the show was set. Also, as previously pointed out, there is nothing in the Michigan Department of Ag exhibition regulations that the board would have noticed as a problem for other states to exhibit. 

Let’s also keep in mind the larger purpose of this national event as it is not only a show, but a youth conference offering many other activities and contests for youth to participate in that provide a great educational experience. Instead of stirring the pot and making everyone more disgruntled about the protection decisions made, if Illinois youth are unable to exhibit cattle, then encourage them to participate in a different way. Challenge your juniors to go to Michigan and participate in all the individual and states contests offered, perhaps even give a speech about TB regulations, by all means make a statement. Encourage them to do some research and recognize exactly what TB is and why it is a threat – make this whole situation an educational one. 

Amanda Reeson

Director of Communications & Marketing

American Shorthorn Association

